
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 2010 
 

The Avi8tor Newsletter is a publication for pilots, aviation 

professionals, students, business travelers and those interested in 

aviation. This newsletter contains excerpts and references of current 

affairs, both locally and internationally, within the aviation industry.  

 

Each newsletter will contain: 

 

       

       Local aviation affairs 

 

      Industry aviation information 

 

     Weird aviation news 

 

      This month in aviation history 

 

 

City Moves Ahead with Airport Capacity Study 

 
Atlanta Journal Constitution 
 

The Atlanta City Council’s transportation committee approved a resolution to 
move forward with the second phase of a study on airport capacity, with 
possible recommendations ranging from runway changes to a second 
commercial airport.  
 
The $1 million federally funded study will examine improvements to increase 
capacity at Hartsfield-Jackson and “look at sites beyond Hartsfield-Jackson,” 
including neighboring counties, said Mario Diaz, airport deputy general 
manager.   
 
The first phase looked primarily at possible runway changes or additions at 
Hartsfield-Jackson. This phase will look at capacity needed for flights through 
2025 and will be conducted by consulting firm HNTB. The study is expected to 
be complete in about a year.  
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Brussels is funding research at Reading University aimed at detecting suspicious 
behavior on board aircraft. It uses a combination of cameras, microphones, explosives 
detectors and a sophisticated computer system which would give a pilot early warning 
of any danger.  
 
Currently CCTV systems, the present intelligence computer software monitors and 
analyzes passenger behavior are used in a number of airports across the world. 
However, in airplanes the security is currently limited to a CCTV camera located by 
the cockpit. Under the new system microphones would be installed and passenger 
conversations would be listened to for the first time. Certain words and phrases would 
trigger the alert monitoring system.  
 
The key to the work is developing software which can spot a genuine threat. “We 
want to avoid saying that nervous passengers are potential terrorists,” said Dr. 
Ferryman. Cameras sporadically placed around an aircraft would look out for the 
abnormal, such as several passengers entering the lavoratory at the same time. 
Researchers say that this technology would have thwarted the “underpants bomber,” 
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab.  
 
Although funding has come from the EU Security of Aircraft in the Future European 
Environment project, the cost would inevitably be passed on to the passenger, but Dr. 
Ferryman believes passengers would accept a small charge to thwart a terrorist threat.  

Picture from a SAFEE simulation shows a passenger, 

spotted by automatic surveillance system as he gets up 

during flight. 

Delta Ends Partnership with 

Midwest 

 
Aviation Daily 
 

Delta Air Lines is ending its 
partnership with Midwest Airlines 
in what both carriers describe as a 
casualty of the Republic Airways 
acquisition of Midwest and Frontier 
Airlines and its ongoing integration 
of brands.  
 
The partnership ends June 7, ending 
frequent flyer reciprocity and code 
sharing that placed the Midwest 
code on some Delta flights. 
Midwest is searching for a 
replacement.  

FAA Relaxes Policy on Pilot Use of Antidepressants 

 
Aviation Week Intelligence Network  

 
The FAA announced on April 2nd a policy change that will allow pilots taking certain 
antidepressants to continue flying.  
 
In the previous policy, pilots who used antidepressants were denied a medical certificate 
and prohibited from flying. Under the new policy, taking effect April 5th, the FAA will 
evaluate the issuance of special waivers to stable individuals demonstrating they are 
being treated for depression and exhibit no untoward side effects when taking Fluxetine 
(Prozac), Sertraline (Zoloft), Citalopram (Celexa) or Escitalopram (Lexapro) for a 12-
month period.  
 
The FAA’s case-by-case determinations will be based on psychiatric evaluations and 
psychological testing, according to FAA Federal Air Surgeon Frederick E. Tilton. The 
FAA Administrator Randy Babbitt states “We need to make sure all pilots are healthy, 
and by that we mean both physically and mentally.” 
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“When once you have tested flight, you will forever walk the Earth with your eyes turned upward, for there you 
have been and there you will long to return.”  
                                                                   - Unknown 

Bugs on a Plane?  

Airline passenger conversations to be monitored under EU project 
 
Telegraph Newspaper 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Silent Aircraft Initiative 

 
NoiseQuest and Cambridge-MIT Institute 
 

MIT and Cambridge Universities in conjunction with over 30 companies are working 
together to create an aircraft that cannot be heard outside of the airport perimeter, 
virtually “silent.” The goal is to reduce the current aircraft noise levels by 25 decibels, 
or 63 decibels.  
 
The SAX-40 (Silent Aircraft eXperiment) design is intended for the generation after 
next of aircraft for entry into service in 2030. To accomplish this goal, the design of 
the aircraft and its engine must be uniquely structured. The new plane designs will 
have no flaps and the body shape is designed to accommodate landings at lower 
speeds. The plane’s engine is designed to accommodate slower takeoffs and landings 
in addition to the engine intakes positioning above the surface of the plane, hence 
using the plane itself as an additional shield from ground noise.  
 
Additionally, the SAX-40 is designed to be environmentally friendly by being more 
fuel efficient and emitting less carbon dioxide emissions.  
 
More information can be found at http://silentaircraft.org/ 
 

Computer generated models of the SAX-
40 (Silent Aircraft eXperimental) courtesy 
of Cambridge-MIT 

This Month in Aviation History 

 
• In 1925 William B. Hartsfield was appointed head of committee to oversee 

Atlanta Airport Operations. 
• In 1926 Bessie Coleman dies in aircraft accident. Coleman was the first U.S. 

African American female pilot. 
• In 1931 Amelia Earhart climbs to a record altitude of 18,415feet in a Pitcairn 

autogiro at Willow Grove, near Philadelphia. 
• In 1988 the U.S. Government’s ban on smoking flights of two hours or less goes 

into effect. “No Smoking” signs remain lit on 80% of domestic airline flights. 
Flight attendants are to be armed with gum and candy for those in anguish. 

 
 
 

Weird Aviation News 

 
This issue’s Weird Aviation news 
features what some may call 
weird but others funny - Airport 
Names from around the world.  
 
1. Batman Airport, Turkey 
2. Useless Loop airport, 

Australia 
3. Black Tickle Airport, Canada 
4. Mafia Airport, Tanzania 
5. Moron Airport, Mongolia 
6. Deception Airport, Canada 
7. Brest Airport, France 
8. Eek Airport, USA 
9. Pickle Lake Airport, Canada 
10. Old Crow Airport, Canada 

Newsletter design by Bradford Wadkins   Contact: brad_wadkins@hotmail.com 

 
“Aviation is proof that given the will, we have the capacity to achieve the impossible.”  
                                       - Eddie Rickenbacker 
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